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Some like ii hol
JMU students serve and protect local community as volunteer firefighters

BY ROB rucKER

Odds are overwhelming that in the time it takes you to read this inspiration to our department," Miller said. "The fact that they will
paragraph, somewhere in America firefighters will respond to an join and provide these services to a department that is not in their
emergency call for help. National statistics indicate that more than hometown demonstrates their true desire to serve the public good."
two-thirds of our firefighters are volunteers, including a dozen JMU
The JMU volunteers sacrifice social time to staff fire stations in
students who serve the local community at Hose Company No. 4.
Rockingham County and Harrisonburg from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. on
These students commit to rigorous training of more than 200 weekdays, and around the clock on weekends. Each volunteer comhours to qualify as firefighters, but the majority of them seek addi- mits to working 16 hours a month, year round, and often returns
tional skill development in specialties such as emergency medical during the summer to fulfill their duty. Many students volunteer
training, technical rescue and hazardous material response. As for additional hours.
volunteers, they not only gear up and fight fires, but they have
Now, the burning question, why do they do it ?
responded to some pretty gruesome scenes, including
1
house and barn fires, traffic fatalities and suicides.
In addition to emergency response, they provide
training, fundraising and administrative services to the
department, according to Walter Miller, chief of Hose
Company No. 4, which celebrated its 125th anniversary
in October. JMU students have been helping the company protect the community for more than 15 of those
years. "These students are a tremendous help and an
- JONATHAN ALGER, president, to ]MU volunteer firefighters

This is incredibly important and
meaningful volunteer service.
Your efforts are a great example
of community engagement.'
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Jonathan Simmons ('15) worked
ice," Alger said. "Your efforts are a great
1
as a volunteer fireman before comexample of community engagement,
ing to JMU and continues to serve as
and I am deeply impressed with the time
deputy chief at Hose Company No.
commitment as well as the dedication
4 after earning his degree in inteyou bring to doing work that is hard and
grated science and technology. "I
demanding on multiple fronts.
had some experience before I came co
"As I watched and listened to all
Harrisonburg, so I felt there was no
of you," Alger continued, "I thought
- WALTER MILLER,
better way to get involved in helping
often of my grandfather, who was a
chief ofHose Company No. 4
my new community and learning as
volunteer firefighter for many years in
much as I could about it," Simmons said.
upstate New York, and who once risked his own life to save the
JMU President Jonathan Alger expressed appreciation to the lives of some young children in a burning car. I hope your can-do
students after touring the Port Republic Road station earlier this spirit of volunteer ism and service will inspire future generations of
~
year. "This is incredibly important and meaningful volunteer serv- Dukes to do the same."

These students are
a tremendous help
and an inspiration to
our department.'

Following a tour of the Hose Company No. 4 station in Rocking·
ham County, JMU's student volunteer firemen presented President Alger with a "challenge coin" (right) bearing the station's
insignia. The challenge coin tradition dates back to the Roman
Empire and symbolizes brotherhood and solidarity.
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